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9. AYODHYA AND ITS GEOGRAPHY

9.1.

9.2.

9.3.

9.4.

Ayodhya is accepted in popular Hindu tradition as the birthplace of the
Hindu God Rama and is therefore regarded as a holy and historical city.
There is a plethora of ancient treatises, travelogues and histories written by
innumerable authors about Ayodhya and its culture. The prominent mention
of Ayodhya in the much venerated holy Hindu text, Ramayana, lends itself to

a very significant place for this place in the Hindu perception.

Ancient Ayodhya was traditionally the epitome of Hindu life, culture and a
paradigm of co-existence of a multi-religious society. It was a peaceful place
with a regular influx of visitors, pilgrims, Sadhus and Sants, monk’s traveller’s
tourists. There was a healthy tolerance for allowing people to follow their
respective pursuits and religious rituals according to their beliefs. It was
claimed by the protagonist of the movement that Mir Bagi after demolishing
the temple constructed a mosque under the orders of Baber. Since
principally, historically it was a part of Awadh region which was
predominantly known free from communal and inter-religious division and

strife so was the Ayodhya town.

Ayodhya was also known variously as Vishala, Khosla or Maha Khosla,

Lkshvaku, Rampuri, Ram Janambhoomi.

Ayodhya is of special and specific importance for the sect of Ram believers or
those loosely termed as the Ramanandis in Hindu religion. The place was

the place of unequalled pilgrimage for Hindus. Monks, travellers, pilgrims,
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