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Introduction

On January 24, 2025, Representative Shri Thanedar (D-MI 13) introduced House
Resolution 69' titled “Celebrating Hindu Americans, condemning attacks on Hindu
places of worship, Hinduphobia, and anti-Hindu bigotry.” It is a near-verbatim
reintroduction of his 2024 measure, HRRes.113], and by June 2026 it carried 32 bipartisan
cosponsors, among them Rep. Ro Khanna. House resolutions are nonbinding: they
express the sense of the chamber and create no law. What HRes.69 would do, for the
first time at the federal level, is lend congressional weight to a controversial and
weaponized term “Hinduphobia”.

Importantly it is being advanced at a moment when hate aimed at South Asians, and
at Indians in particular, is rising sharply. The Institute for Strategic Dialogue recorded a
1350% surge? in anti-South-Asian slurs on X between 2023 and 2024.

Data from the Stop AAPI Hate shows that anti-South Asion hate surges® in direct
response to the political ascendance of prominent South Asian public figures including
Zohran Mamdani and Kamala Harris. When tracking extremist spaces, threats of
violence and online slurs peaked heavily in late 2024 and mid-2025.

But that hostility is not sorted by religion. It falls on Indians of every background* that
includes Hindu, Muslim, Christian, Sikh, Dalit and anyone merely perceived as Indian.

The case for scrutiny rests on who is driving the term. The grassroots push behind
H.Res.69 is led by three organizations whose published output this data brief analyzes:
the Hindu American Foundation (HAF), the Codlition of Hindus of North America
(CoHNA), and HINduPACT. By its own description, HINAUPACT is an initiative of the World
Hindu Council of America (VHPA). The VHPA is in turn the U.S. offiliate of India’s Vishwa
Hindu Parishad (VHP), a Sangh Parivar body that the CIA’'s World Factbook has listed as
a “militant religious organization”™ and that Human Rights Watch and Amnesty
International have linked to anti-Christian and anti-Muslim violence in Indiia. ©

1 https://www.congress.gov/bill/[119th-congress/house-resolution/69

2 https://www.isdglobal.org/digital-dispatch/the-rise-of-anti-south-asian-hate-in-canada/

3 https://stopaapihate.org/2024/10/09/south-asian-report-oct24/

4 https://www.cnn.com/2025/11/16/us/indian-americans-racism-maga-cec

5 https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/vhp-a-militant-religious-outfit-rss-nationalist-cia-
factbook/articleshow/64594295.cms

6 https://www.hrw.org/news/1999/09/30/anti-christian-violence-rise-india
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Because HRes.69 does not define the term “Hinduphobiag,” the public meaning of the
term is being shaped largely by the organizations promoting the resolution. ” This data
brief examines how those organizations themselves use the term.

We examined 242 articles, webpages, and event posts drawn from the three
organizations’ own “Hinduphobia” search results. Of these, 87 (36 percent) contained a
specific accusation of “Hinduphobia.” These accusations were directed overwhelmingly
at critics of Hindu nationalism, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his government,
India’s treatment of religious minorities, academics, and advocates for caste
discrimination protections. These 87 articles form the analytic sample: 22 from HAF, 43
from CoHNA, and 22 fromn HinduPACT. Each article was coded for the specific party it
accuses and assigned a normalized “collective target” label that groups many
phrasings into consistent buckets. A second variable records the framing: whether the
cited offense is direct anti-Hindu bigotry, or criticism of Hindutva, caste, or the Indian
government of Prime Minister Narendra Modi recast as Hinduphobia.

The remaining 64% of the 242 items consist largely of persecution-abroad reports,
temple-attacks coverage, and routine legislative proclamations and resolutions. These
articles and pages name no critic and are therefore set aside by the accusation-
focused analysis that follows. One pertinent thing observed in the whole corpus is that
these organizations rarely name what civil-rights groups identify as the principal drivers
of anti-Indian and anti-Hindu hostility in the US: white supremacy and Christian
nationalism.

7 https:/ /[www.hinduamerican.org/hinduphobia/

Data Brief 4 WWWwW.iamc.com



Key Findings

@ Of the 242 articles, webpages, and event posts reviewed from HAF, CoHNA, and
HiNduPACT, only 87 contained a specific accusation of “Hinduphobia.” These 87 articles
formed the basis of this analysis. The term is used most often in response to criticism of
Hindutva, caste discrimination, the Modi government, and India’s human rights record.

@® Campaigns for caste discrimination protections are the single largest category
labeled as “Hinduphobia.”

@ Academics, universities, journallists, civil rights organizations, and elected officials who
criticized Hindutva or persecution of religious minorities in India are among the most
frequent targets of “Hinduphobia” accusations.

@ Several Hindu-led and South Asian organizations that criticize Hindu nationalism are
themselves accused of promoting “Hinduphobia.”

@® White supremacist and Christian nationalist groups, widely recognized as major

sources of anti-Hindu hate in the United States, are largely absent from the
organizations’ “Hinduphobia” campaigns and articles.

Data Brief 5 WWWwW.iamc.com



Hinduphobia Weaponized Against
Critics of Hindu Nationalism

The 87 articles that make specific accusations reveal a clear pattern. Most do not focus
on people responsible for anti-Hindu hate crimes or violence. Instead, they accuse
people and organizations that criticize Hindutvo, campaign against caste
discrimination, document human rights abuses, or question the policies of the Modi
government.

Caste legislation & caste critique 22

Rutgers ‘Hindutva in America’ report

U.S. legislators, USCIRF & India resolutions
‘Dismantling Global Hindutva’' conference
Diaspora critics (HfHR, IAMC, Equality Labs)
Media and Others

'Hindutva' framed as anti-Hindu slur

B Criticism of Hindutva / caste / India

Academic critique of Hindutva
B Media, persecution & other (mixed)

Figure 1. Breakdown of Articles by Hinduphobia Accusation Targets

The largest category is caste discrimination. The Seattle caste ordinance, California’s SB
403% the University of California’s caste protections’ and the Cisco caste
discrimination® case appear more often than any other issue. Across these articles,
efforts to recognize caste discrimination are repeatedly presented as examples of
“Hinduphobia.” Equality Labs, Dalit activists, and academics who study caste are
regularly accused of Hinduphobia," simply for advocating caste equality or researching
caste discrimination.

8 https://time.com/6267016/aisha-wahab-interview-caste-discrimination/
9 https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/cal-state-schools-add-caste-anti-discrimination-

policy-rcnal2602
10 https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/01/tech/cisco-lawsuit-caste-discrimination
1 https://cohna.org/sb-403/
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Universities are another major focus. The Rutgers report Hindutva in America,? the
Dismantling Global Hindutva conference, ® and academic work on Hindu nationalism
are all described as examples of Hinduphobia. Rather than engaging with the
arguments made by these scholars, the articles frequently argue that criticism of
Hindutva itself is discriminatory. HINAuPACT has gone a step further through its
American Hindus Against Defamation (AHAD) project, * which developed an Al tool that
labels statements such as describing the RSS as a Hindu nationalist organization as
examples of anti-Hindu bias.

Government institutions also appear frequently. Members of Congress, the US.
Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF),® and city councils that
passed resolutions ® expressing concern about religious freedom in India are all
accused of promoting Hinduphobia. Criticism of the Citizenship Amendment Act,
concerns over attacks on religious minorities, and reports documenting democratic
backsliding in India are often presented as attacks on Hindus rather than criticism of
Indian government policies.

Civil society groups are another common target. Organizations such as Hindus for
Human Rights, the Indian American Muslim Council, Equality Labs, Savera, and the
South Asian Women's Community Centre are repeatedly accused of Hinduphobia.
Many of these organizations are led by South Asians, and many are Hindu-led. This
shows that the accusation is frequently directed at people within the South Asian
community who disagree with Hindu nationalist politics rather than at individuals
expressing hatred toward Hindus.

The pattern is consistent across all three organizations examined in this data brief. The
term “Hinduphobia” is most often used in response to criticism of caste discrimination,
Hindu nationalism, the Modi government, and India&#39;s human rights record. The
people most frequently accused are academics, journalists, Dalit activists, human
rights advocates, elected officials, and civil society organizations, not perpetrators of
anti-Hindu violence or religious hate.

12 https://csrr.rutgers.edu/issues/hindutva-america/

13 https:/ /[www.theguardian.com/world/2021/sep/09/death-threats-sent-to-participants-of-us-
conference-on-hindu-nationalism

14 https://hindupact.org/ahad-news-analysis/

15 https://hindupact.org/2022/04/27/press-release-hindupact-demands-uscirf-stop-outsourcing-its-
research-on-india-to-the-islamist-lobby/

16 https://cohna.org/chicago-caa-resolution/
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Conclusion

There is no question that anti-Hindu prejudice exists and that attacks on Hindu
individuals and places of worship should be condemned. Like every religious
community, Hindus deserve equal protection from discrimination and hate crimes.

The evidence in this data brief raises a different concern. It shows that the organizations
leading the campaign for federal recognition of the term “Hinduphobia” use it in a way
that goes far beyond anti-Hindu bigotry. In the articles examined on their respective
websites, the accusation is directed most often at people who criticize Hindutva,
support caste protections, document human rights abuses, or question the policies of
the Modi led Indian government.

This matters because HRes. 69 would give congressional recognition to a term that has
no accepted legal definition. If the organizations promoting the resolution are also
defining its meaning in public debate, their interpretation is likely to shape how the term
is understood by lawmakers, state legislatures, universities, schools, and public
institutions.

The findings suggest that the term could increasingly be used to challenge academic
research, oppose caste discrimination protections, and discredit advocacy on religious
freedom and human rights. Criticism of a Hindutva ideology, criticism of Modi
government’s anti minority policies, and advocacy for civil rights could all be recast as
religious discrimination.

The data brief also highlights another important gap. While anti-Hindu hate in the
United States is largely driven by white supremacist and Christion nationalist
movements, these actors rarely appear in the organizations’ own Hinduphobia articles
Instead, the accusations are directed overwhelmingly at South Asian academics, Dalit
activists, journalists, human rights organizations, and other civil society groups.

Members of Congress should be careful not to endorse a term whose leading
advocates use it primarily to police criticism of Hindu nationalism rather than to identify
genuine anti-Hindu hatred. Protecting Hindus from discrimination is an important goail.
That protection should strengthen civil rights for everyone and should not come at the
expense of free speech, academic freedom, or advocacy for caste equality and
human rights.
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https://www.hinduamerican.org/bl
og/how-to-contact-schools-
sponsoring-dismantling-global-
hindutva

https://www.hinduamerican.org/bl
og/new-york-times-fecal-load-
of-hinduphobia/

https:/ /www.hinduamerican.org/bl
og/5-ways-dismantling-global-
hindutva-is-hinduphobic

https://www.hinduamerican.org/bl
og/dismantling-global-hindutva-
is—hinduphobic

https://www.hinduamerican.org/bl
og/ending-casteism-does-not-
require-eradicating-hinduism

https://www.hinduamerican.org/bl
og/hresl196-misses-the-mark

https://www.hinduamerican.org/bl
og/kashmiri-hindus-epistemic-
injustice

https://www.hinduamerican.org/bl
og/deconstructing-is-academic-
dismantling-is-not

https://www.hinduamerican.org/bl
og/equality-labs-social-
hierarchy-survey-misdirected-at-
hindus/

https://www.hinduamerican.org/bl
og/sacramento-solidarity-rally-
against-sb403

https://www.hinduamerican.org/bl
og/ayodhya-ram-mandir

https:/ /[www.hinduamerican.org/ex
traordinary-welcomes-historic-
celebrations-ram-lalla-arrival-in-
america

https://www.hinduamerican.org/bl
og/sacramento-india-day-fair-
2023

Multiple South Asian groups

Dismantling Global Hindutva
conference and South Asian groups
and activists

The New York Times soft-pedals
Hinduphobia

Dismantling Global Hindutva
conference & organizers
(academics)

Dismantling Global Hindutva
conference & organizers
(academics)

Dalit groups and advocay on caste
oppression framed as Hinduphobia

Reps. Ilhan Omar & Rashida Tlaib's
(H.Res.196) on religious freedom
violations in India referenced
alongside Hinduphobia

Critics dismissing Hindu nationalist
narrative of Hindu genocide in
Kashmir referred as Hinduphobia

Dismantling Global Hindutva
conference organizers

Dalit organization Equality Labs/
identitarian agendas built on
Hinduphobia

California SB-403 caste-
discrimination bill & proponents

critics of the Ram temple/ online

commentators (general)

Ram temple critics

Anti-Caste bill increasing
Hinduphobia in California
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People who use term "Hindutva® and
Dismantling Global Hindutva
conference
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of America)
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of America)
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https://www.hinduamerican.org/bl
og/what-does-hindutva-mean

https://www.hinduamerican.org/bl
og/castecon-what-we-learned

https://www.hinduamerican.org/hi
nduphobia

https://www.hinduamerican.org/di
smantling-global-hindutva-
response

https:/ /[www.hinduamerican.org/hi
ndu-hate-glossary

https://www.hinduamerican.org/so
uth-asia-citizens-web-
hinduphobia-exposed

https://www.hinduamerican.org/hi
nduphobia-history

https://www.hinduamerican.org/fa
gs-parents-children-hinduism

https://hindupact.org/2025/08/06/
response-to-rutgers-report-
hindutva-in-america-an-
ethnonationalist-threat-to-
equality-and-religious-pluralism/

CasteCon organizers [ caste-equity
activists — caste discrimination and
Hinduphobia

SACW, Dismantling Global Hindutva
conference, Coalition Against
Genocide

Dismantling Global Hindutva
conference and others

anti hindutva terms

South Asia Citizens Web; Coalition
Against Genocide

caravan magazine piece on tulsi
gabbard hinduphobia

anti Hindutva critics

academics at rutgers called
Hinduphobic for report on hindutva

https://hindupact.org/2025/08/06/ Rutgers / Univ of Denver [ Columbia;

briefing-note-rutgers-hindutva-
in-america-report-response/

https://hindupact.org/tdmc2022/

https://hindupact.org/voter-

Audrey Truschke; IAMC; Hindus for
Human Rights etc

Teaneck Democratic Municipal

Committee (TDMC) resolution

condemning Hindu-nationalist
groups called Hinduphobic

HinduPACT (Vishwa Hindu Parishad education/presidential-elections- | defund universities institutionalizing

of America)

2020/questions-for-
congressional-candidates/

HinduPACT (Vishwa Hindu Parishad https://hindupact.org/2022/06/28/

of America)

HinduPACT (Vishwa Hindu Parishad

of America)
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https://hindupact.org/2024/12/16/b
reakthrough-ahad-launches-
groundbreaking-ai-initiative-to-
detect-hinduphobia-and-hindu-
hatred/

10

‘Hinduphobic teachings'

H.Res.1196 on India's human rights
violations of minorities called
Hinduphobic

Savera south asian coalition
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Holi/Diwali Against Hindutva'
organizers; DGH conference; Santa
Clara caste resolution

AIMERIAACT (o\:lz?r\:\giggdu Parishad https://hindupact.org/hindutva/
https://hindupact.org/2022/04/27/
press-release-hindupact-
demands-uscirf-stop-
outsourcing-its-research-on-
india-to-the-islamist-lobby/

HinduPACT (Vishwa Hindu Parishad
of America)

https://hindupact.org/2021/03/28/
watch-ahad-and-dharma-
HinduPACT (Vishwa Hindu Parishad civilization-foundation-webinar-
of America) series-on-hindudvesha-systemic-
hinduphobia-seminar-3-
hindudvesha-in-textbooks/

https://hindupact.org/2025/07/16/
support-georgnia-hinduphobia-
bill-sb-375/

https://hindupact.org/2020/05/01/
vhpa-press-release-on-uscirf-
report/

HinduPACT (Vishwa Hindu Parishad
of America)

HinduPACT (Vishwa Hindu Parishad
of America)

https://hindupact.org/2025/12/05/
ahad-response-to-why-britain-
can-no-longer-turn-a-blind-eye-
to-hindutva-extremism-jaffer-a-
mirza/

HinduPACT (Vishwa Hindu Parishad
of America)

https://hindupact.org/2025/08/14/r
utgers-hindutva-report-rebuttal-
press-release/

HinduPACT (Vishwa Hindu Parishad
of America)

https://hindupact.org/2025/07/31/f
ag-rutgers-hindutva-in-america-
response-faq/

HinduPACT (Vishwa Hindu Parishad
of America)

https://hindupact.org/2025/01/12/u
npacking-bias-in-haf-way-to-
supremacy-a-comprehensive-
analysis/

HinduPACT (Vishwa Hindu Parishad
of America)

https://hindupact.org/2023/04/19/f
ag-on-california-caste-bill-sb-
403/

HinduPACT (Vishwa Hindu Parishad
of America)

https://hindupact.org/2023/04/17/
hindupact-opposes-california-
caste-bill-sb-403/

HinduPACT (Vishwa Hindu Parishad
of America)

https://hindupact.org/2023/02/21/r
eject-seattle-caste-ordinance-
cb-120511/

HinduPACT (Vishwa Hindu Parishad
of America)
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United States Commission for
International Religious Freedom

academics

Caste

USCIRF for its reports criticising
human rights abuses in India

criticism of hindutva conflated with
hinduphobia

Rutgers Report on Hindutva as
Hinduphobic

Rutgers Report on Hindutva as
Hinduphobic

Hindutva report equated with
Hinduphobia

Caste and Hinduphobia

Dalit leader labelled as Hinduphobic

Caste bill in seattle labelled
Hinduphobic
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of America)
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of America)

Coalition of Hindus of North
America

Coalition of Hindus of North
America

Codalition of Hindus of North
America
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America
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https://hindupact.org/2023/02/21/
press-release-hindu-
organizations-demand-seattle-
city-council-reject-racist-caste-
ordinance/

Caste bill in seattle labelled
Hinduphobic

https://hindupact.org/2023/02/20/I
etter-from-hindupact-hindu-
mandir-executives-conference-
hmec-and-other-hindu-
organizations-request-seattle-
city-council-to-reject-of-cb-
120511/

Caste bill in seattle labelled
Hinduphobic

Hindus for Human Rights, Equality
Labs, Indian American Muslim
Council, Islamic Circle of North
America (ICNA) and Dismantle

Global Hindutva. designated
Hinduphobic

https://hindupact.org/2022/08/27/
press-release-hindupact-
condemns-growing-hate-
against-hindu-communities-
across-america/

https://hindupact.org/2021/12/18/hi
Academic conference on India and
of-hinduphobic-conference-in- Modi as Hinduphobic

toronto/
https://cohna.org/event/hindutva-
hinduphobia-hinduism-
untangling-the-narrative/

Hindutva = Hinduphobia

https://cohna.org/urge-india-
community-center-of-milpitas-to-
cancel-anti-india-event-disinvite-
hinduphobia-groups/

CAA Law is Hinduphobic and Hindus
for Human Rights and the Indian
American Muslim Council (IAMC)

called Hinduphobic

https://cohna.org/julyll-dc-

Caste is Hinduphobic
advocacy-release/

https://cohna.org/cohna-
canadas-conclave-of-
lawmakers-intellectuals-and-
hindus-highlights-need-to-tackle-
growing-hinduphobia-in-canada/

Caste is Hinduphobic

https://cohna.org/rama-times-

square/ South Asian groups as Hinduphobic

School debate on persecution of
minorities in India labelled as
hinduphobia

https://cohna.org/tfa-letter/

https://cohna.org/org-letter-
dghc/

Dismantling global hindutva
conference Hinduphobic

https://cohna.org/dismantiehindu
phobia/

Dismantling global hindutva
conference Hinduphobic
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https://cohna.org/support-
georgia-sb-375/

Activism against hindutva is
hinduphobia

https://cohna.org/coalition-letter-
on-rutgers-csrr-hindutva-report/

Rutgers Report on Hindutva as
Hinduphobic

https://cohna.org/academic-
research-caste-narratives-dei-
bias-against-hindus/

Caste is Hinduphobic

https://cohna.org/hindu-
american-organizations-targeted/

Anti Hindutva groups and individuals
labelled Hinduphobic

https://cohna.org/understanding-

the-muslim-lived-experience-in-
india/

Talking about persecution of
Muslims in Indian enables
Hinduphobia

https://cohna.org/indic-thought-
leaders-and-activists-discuss/

Hinduphobia in caste, academia,
Dismantling Hindutva conference

https://cohna.org/letter-to-univ-
dgh-conf/

Dismantling Global Hindutva
Conference is Hinduphobic

Professor Truschke labelled
Hinduphobic

https://cohna.org/75temples-
letter-rutgers/

https://cohna.org/breaking-down-
the-carnegie-endowments-2020-
indian-american-survey/

Caste is Hinduphobic

Chicago city council resolution on
persecution of minorities in India
Hinduphobic

https://cohna.org/chicago-caa-
resolution/

St. Paul, Minnesota resolution on
India’s Citizenship Amendment act
condemend as Hinduphobic

https://cohna.org/cohna-stpaul-
council/

https://cohna.org/hindu-
americans-claim-vindication-
after-california-files-to-dismiss-
its-lawsuit-against-defendants-
in-the-cisco-caste-case/

Equality Labs; CA Civil Rights Dept;
Sen. Aisha Wahab and Dalit
organization Equality Labs.

https://cohna.org/rutgers-
hinduphobia/

Rutgers University Hindutva event
organizers

https://cohna.org/anti-hindu-
event-at-rutgers-outrage-and-
protest/

Rutgers 'Hindutva in America’
panelists who are academics

https://cohna.org/cohna-4th-

annual-hindu-day-of-advocacy/ Academics and caste-policy

South Asian groups and critics of
India’s Citizenship Amendment act
labelled Hinduphobia

https://cohna.org/caa/
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South Asian groups and critics of
India’s Citizenship Amendment act
labelled Hinduphobia

https://cohna.org/caa-
conference-press-release/

https://cohna.org/njhinduphobia/ Caste legislation

Critics of hindutva labelled
Hinduphobic

https://cohna.org/why-fear-
naming-hinduphobia/

https://cohna.org/homophobia-
antisemitism-hinduphobia-the- Anti Hindutva activist Pieter Friedrich
many-hates-of-pieter-friedrich/

https://cohna.org/denying-
hinduphobia/

South Asian Women's Community
Centre (SAWCC)

Lists academic publications &
equality-justice policies as forms of
Hinduphobia

https://cohna.org/hinduphobia/

South Asian scholars and activist
groups

https://cohna.org/5-takeaways-
rutgers-hinduphobia-study/

https://cohna.org/hinduphobia-
and-anti-semitism/

Hindus for Human Rights; Audrey
Truschke; Savera coalition

https://cohna.org/cohna-thanks-
congressman-krishnamoorthi-for-
adding-the-rutgers-study-on-
hinduphobia-and-anti-hindu-
disinformation-to-the-
congressional-records/

Sections of fellow Indian diaspora
accused of Hinduphobia

https://cohna.org/hinduphobia-in-
academia-leaves-students-
traumatized/

Universities | academics / Professor
Audrey Truschke

https://cohna.org/cohna-rejects-
the-use-of-hinduphobic-slurs-
aimed-at-silencing-a-minority/

Prof. Deepa Kumar & Prof. Audrey
Truschke (Rutgers) and The
Guardian (Hannah Ellis-Petersen)

universities (Rutgers, UPenn, UC
https://cohna.org/first-ever- Davis); advocay on Hindutva; anti-
congressional-briefing-highlights- Hindu narrative in California’s
biases-against-hindu-americans/ | textbooks — Hinduphobic incidents
at Rutgers, UPenn, UC Davis

Kancha llaiah; Equality Labs
https://cohna.org/cryinghindutva/ | (Thenmozhi Soundararajan); Audrey
Truschke; SASAC

https://cohna.org/cohna-harvard-
cartoon/

Dr. Ajantha Subramanian; TM
Krishna and Harvarf

https://cohna.org/who-is-
shaping-hindu-narratives-on-
wikipedia/

Equality Labs; Anasuya Sengupta;
Thenmozhi Soundararajan
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s . Hinduphobia allegations labelled

California SB-403; State Sen. Aisha

Coalition of Hindus of North Wahab; Equality Labs and caste bill

https://cohna.org/sb-403/

America said to expose Hindus to
Hinduphobia
Hindus for Human Rights; Equality
Coalition of Hindus of North https://cohna.org/rebranding- | Labs; VT Rajshekar. Caste/social-
America bigotry-as-social-justice/ justice activism as cover for
Hinduphobia
. . https://cohna.org/repurposing- | UC Davis ASUCD caste resolution;
Coalition of H|n.dus of North hate-and-hinduphobia-the-uc- Equality Labs; ASUCD caste
America . . - ) .
davis-caste-resolution/ resolution maligns Hindus

Codalition of Hindus of North

P https://cohna.org/decolonize/ | Caste discourse fuels Hinduphobia
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	Introduction
	On January 24, 2025, Representative Shri Thanedar (D-MI 13) introduced House Resolution 69¹ titled “Celebrating Hindu Americans, condemning attacks on Hindu places of worship, Hinduphobia, and anti-Hindu bigotry.” It is a near-verbatim reintroduction of his 2024 measure, H.Res.1131, and by June 2026 it carried 32 bipartisan cosponsors, among them Rep. Ro Khanna. House resolutions are nonbinding: they express the sense of the chamber and create no law. What H.Res.69 would do, for the first time at the federal level, is lend congressional weight to a controversial and weaponized term “Hinduphobia”.
	Importantly it is being advanced at a moment when hate aimed at South Asians, and at Indians in particular, is rising sharply. The Institute for Strategic Dialogue recorded a 1,350% surge² in anti-South-Asian slurs on X between 2023 and 2024.
	Data from the Stop AAPI Hate shows that anti-South Asian hate surges³ in direct response to the political ascendance of prominent South Asian public figures including Zohran Mamdani and Kamala Harris. When tracking extremist spaces, threats of violence and online slurs peaked heavily in late 2024 and mid-2025.
	But that hostility is not sorted by religion. It falls on Indians of every background⁴ that includes Hindu, Muslim, Christian, Sikh, Dalit and anyone merely perceived as Indian.
	The case for scrutiny rests on who is driving the term. The grassroots push behind H.Res.69 is led by three organizations whose published output this data brief analyzes: the Hindu American Foundation (HAF), the Coalition of Hindus of North America (CoHNA), and HinduPACT. By its own description, HinduPACT is an initiative of the World Hindu Council of America (VHPA). The VHPA is in turn the U.S. affiliate of India’s Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP), a Sangh Parivar body that the CIA’s World Factbook has listed as a “militant religious organization”⁵ and that Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International have linked to anti-Christian and anti-Muslim violence in India. ⁶
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	Because H.Res.69 does not define the term “Hinduphobia,” the public meaning of the term is being shaped largely by the organizations promoting the resolution. ⁷ This data brief examines how those organizations themselves use the term.
	We examined 242 articles, webpages, and event posts drawn from the three organizations’ own “Hinduphobia” search results. Of these, 87 (36 percent) contained a specific accusation of “Hinduphobia.” These accusations were directed overwhelmingly at critics of Hindu nationalism, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his government, India’s treatment of religious minorities, academics, and advocates for caste discrimination protections. These 87 articles form the analytic sample: 22 from HAF, 43 from CoHNA, and 22 from HinduPACT. Each article was coded for the specific party it accuses and assigned a normalized “collective target” label that groups many phrasings into consistent buckets. A second variable records the framing: whether the cited offense is direct anti-Hindu bigotry, or criticism of Hindutva, caste, or the Indian government of Prime Minister Narendra Modi recast as Hinduphobia.
	The remaining 64% of the 242 items consist largely of persecution-abroad reports, temple-attacks coverage, and routine legislative proclamations and resolutions. These articles and pages name no critic and are therefore set aside by the accusation-focused analysis that follows. One pertinent thing observed in the whole corpus is that these organizations rarely name what civil-rights groups identify as the principal drivers of anti-Indian and anti-Hindu hostility in the US: white supremacy and Christian nationalism.
	Data Brief
	www.iamc.com
	Key Findings
	Hinduphobia Weaponized Against Critics of Hindu Nationalism
	The 87 articles that make specific accusations reveal a clear pattern. Most do not focus on people responsible for anti-Hindu hate crimes or violence. Instead, they accuse people and organizations that criticize Hindutva, campaign against caste discrimination, document human rights abuses, or question the policies of the Modi government.
	Caste legislation & caste critique
	Rutgers 'Hindutva in America' report
	U.S. legislators, USCIRF & India resolutions
	'Dismantling Global Hindutva' conference
	Diaspora critics (HfHR, IAMC, Equality Labs)
	Media and Others
	'Hindutva' framed as anti-Hindu slur
	Academic critique of Hindutva
	Figure 1. Breakdown of Articles by Hinduphobia Accusation Targets

	The largest category is caste discrimination. The Seattle caste ordinance, California’s SB 403,⁸ the University of California’s caste protections,⁹ and the Cisco caste discrimination¹⁰ case appear more often than any other issue. Across these articles, efforts to recognize caste discrimination are repeatedly presented as examples of “Hinduphobia.” Equality Labs, Dalit activists, and academics who study caste are regularly accused of Hinduphobia,¹¹ simply for advocating caste equality or researching caste discrimination.
	8 https://time.com/6267016/aisha-wahab-interview-caste-discrimination/ 9 https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/cal-state-schools-add-caste-anti-discrimination- policy-rcna12602 10 https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/01/tech/cisco-lawsuit-caste-discrimination 11 https://cohna.org/sb-403/
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	Universities are another major focus. The Rutgers report Hindutva in America,¹² the Dismantling Global Hindutva conference, ¹³ and academic work on Hindu nationalism are all described as examples of Hinduphobia. Rather than engaging with the arguments made by these scholars, the articles frequently argue that criticism of Hindutva itself is discriminatory. HinduPACT has gone a step further through its American Hindus Against Defamation (AHAD) project, ¹⁴ which developed an AI tool that labels statements such as describing the RSS as a Hindu nationalist organization as examples of anti-Hindu bias.
	Government institutions also appear frequently. Members of Congress, the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF),¹⁵ and city councils that passed resolutions ¹⁶ expressing concern about religious freedom in India are all accused of promoting Hinduphobia. Criticism of the Citizenship Amendment Act, concerns over attacks on religious minorities, and reports documenting democratic backsliding in India are often presented as attacks on Hindus rather than criticism of Indian government policies.
	Civil society groups are another common target. Organizations such as Hindus for Human Rights, the Indian American Muslim Council, Equality Labs, Savera, and the South Asian Women’s Community Centre are repeatedly accused of Hinduphobia. Many of these organizations are led by South Asians, and many are Hindu-led. This shows that the accusation is frequently directed at people within the South Asian community who disagree with Hindu nationalist politics rather than at individuals expressing hatred toward Hindus.
	The pattern is consistent across all three organizations examined in this data brief. The term “Hinduphobia” is most often used in response to criticism of caste discrimination, Hindu nationalism, the Modi government, and India&#39;s human rights record. The people most frequently accused are academics, journalists, Dalit activists, human rights advocates, elected officials, and civil society organizations, not perpetrators of anti-Hindu violence or religious hate.
	Data Brief
	www.iamc.com
	Conclusion
	Data Brief
	www.iamc.com
	Data Brief
	www.iamc.com
	Data Brief
	www.iamc.com
	Data Brief
	www.iamc.com
	Data Brief
	www.iamc.com
	Data Brief
	www.iamc.com
	Data Brief
	www.iamc.com
	Peace, Pluralism and Justice
	1100 15th St NW WASHINGTON DC 20005


